
Dear Families,  

I want to update you on the important happenings in our class. Important Information:  

• Oct. 17th - evening conferences 	
• Oct 21st - Picture Day 	
• Oct. 23rd & 24th - Early Release for parent conferences 	
• Oct. 31st - Halloween celebration - a student (only) party will be held 	
• Tuesday is our library day. Please help your child remember his/her book on Tuesday (or 	

Monday and I'll hold it). We've had up to 50% of our class returning books on Wednesday in recent 
weeks. Our class going down to switch books on Wednesday impacts the librarian's time with the 
Wednesday classes. Thank you for your help with this matter. 	

• Children are asked to have a jacket or sweatshirt to put on over their in-class shirt(s) when we 
outdoor recess and the temperature is below 60 degrees. Please help your child remember to bring 
one to school. 	

Literacy 
Phonics: The children have been practicing tapping out the individual sounds in words to both read and 
spell them. They have been introduced to a number of new trick words. The expectation is that children 
will learn to read trick words and correctly spell them in daily writing. Digraphs (ch, sh, th, wh, ck) were 
recently introduced. The children are also learning to write complete sentences given by dictation. 	

Reading: Children have time to independently read "just right" books on a daily basis. They are also 
meeting with Mrs. Mills and/or I in small groups to read books that are a little more challenging. We are 
currently working on identifying characters (main and supporting), setting (time and place) and retelling the 
sequence of events in stories read. I've also introduced a menu of reading strategies the children can use 
when trying to decode an unknown word.  

Writing: Our current goal is to independently add at least two details to a topic sentence. The children are 
assigned some writing topics and they may choose others. 	

Math: 	

Current lesson are focused on addition equations, subtraction equations and understanding word problems. 
We have worked to develop an understanding of the terms and phrases used in word problems (fewer, 
more, compare, in all, are left, part, whole, addend). There have been a number of lessons around strategies 
that can be used to solve problems (part-part-whole diagrams, 10 frames, counting up to subtract, etc.) We 
will continue to expand and reinforce these strategies in the coming chapters. 	

Science: 	

We have begun an exploration of patterns in the sky and their connection to our daily lives. We have 
discussed facts about the sun and shadows. Today we began discussing patterns related to the moon. The 
children have been asked to start looking outside at night a few times a week to look for the different 
shapes the moon appears to have during its monthly cycle.  

Wendy	Cox	


